
An Introduction to Statistics534

Creating a Scatterplot
There are two ways to create scatterplots in SPSS:

1.	 Option 1(Legacy Dialogs)
•• Go to the Graphs menu. Choose Legacy Dialogs, and then select Scatter/Dot.
•• Choose Simple Scatter, and click Define.
•• Put one variable on the x-axis and the other variable on the y-axis.

2.	 Option 2 (Chart Builder)
•• Go to the Graphs menu, and select Chart Builder.
•• A box may pop up that warns you to make sure that the appropriate level of measurement is 

specified in the data file. Close this box by clicking on OK.
•• You will see two windows. One is labeled “Element Properties,” and the other is labeled “Chart 

Builder.” Close the Element Properties window.
•• To create the scatterplot, click on the Gallery tab on the lower half of the screen, and then 

click on “Scatter/Dot.”
•• Once you have done that, there will be several pictures of different types of scatterplots. 

Double-click on the first one. If you hold your cursor over it, it will say “Simple Scatter.”
•• Next, you need to indicate which variable you want on the x-axis and which you want on the 

y-axis. Just choose one variable from the Variable box and drag it onto the x-axis, and then 
drag the other variable onto the y-axis. Click OK to create the scatterplot.

Output
Your output file should look similar to the one in Figure 13.10. (Note: If you put gratitude on the hori-
zontal axis, your dots will be in different locations.) The plot in Figure 13.10 is sufficiently linear to 
conduct a Pearson’s correlation.
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  Figure 13.10    SPSS Screenshot of Scatterplot


